
The Community and Senior Services (CSS) Department has been awarded Stewart B. McKinney Act 
funding in the amount of $32,144 for the Emergency Food Program (Foodnet) pantries operated 
throughout the County.  The federal grant funds are passed through the United Way to CSS and will 
augment local food commodity donations to the network of eleven CSS operated community and 
senior centers.  The grant covers the period of November 1, 2009 through October 31, 2010.  

SUBJECT

May 11, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ACCEPT  FEDERAL GRANT FUNDS UNDER PHASE 28 OF THE 
STEWART B. MCKINNEY ACT 

EMERGENCY FOOD AND SHELTER PROGRAM (EFSP)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Accept the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) Phase 28 of the Stewart B. McKinney 
Act funds in the amount of $32,144.

2.  Authorize the Director of CSS or designee, to use the EFSP funds to purchase food from the Los 
Angeles Regional Food Bank and the Food Bank of Southern California in an amount not to exceed 
the grant funds.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

In September 2009, the Local Board of the Los Angeles EFSP issued a Request for Applications for 
Phase 28 of the EFSP.  CSS submitted an application to the Local Emergency Food & Shelter 
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National Board to supplement the Department’s existing Emergency Food Distribution Program.  On 
March 24, 2010, the Department was awarded $32,144. The recommended action will allow CSS to 
continue the Emergency Food Distribution Program in all Supervisorial Districts.  The funding 
allocation is based upon federal poverty guidelines and the various predetermined Service Planning 
Areas (SPAs). The EFSP grant funds are projected to serve approximately 128,576 meals to area 
residents.

Funding allocations based upon Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) guidelines are 
projected to result in the distribution of meals as follows:

Number of Clients Served by Supervisorial District 

                                                   District 1:  50,228
          District 2:  46,760
          District 3:    9,952
          District 4:  11,688 
          District 5:    9,948

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support the County’s Strategic Goal 1: Operational Effectiveness and 
Strategy 2:  Service Excellence and Organizational Effectiveness.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

This program is fully financed by federal funds and will have no impact to the General Fund.  
Funding has been included in the Department’s FY 2009-10 Adopted Budget and the FY 2010-11 
Proposed Budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Stewart B. McKinney Act provides grant funding to local food and shelter programs to help those 
most in need.  These funds are administered by FEMA and are governed by the Emergency Food 
and Shelter National Board Program.  CSS was awarded $32,144 to purchase food from the Los 
Angeles Regional Food Bank and the Food Bank of Southern California.  Food is obtained at 18 - 23 
cents per pound, although the retail value is approximately sixteen times greater.  Distribution and 
use of the food to be purchased with the EFSP grant funds will be based on identified needs of the 
various SPAs and federal poverty guidelines (see Attachment A).   

Foodnet operates food pantries through its network of Community and Senior Centers (Attachment 
A). The EFSP meals augment other USDA commodities that CSS receives and distributes to the 
unemployed, low income, homeless, and senior citizens residing within the County.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended actions for the EFSP will enhance current services and ensure continuation of 
the Department’s Emergency Food Distribution Program.
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Respectfully submitted,

CYNTHIA D. BANKS

Director
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Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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